
Minnesota Street 
Reconstruction
Public Engagement Round 1 Summary



The first of many opportunities

● These pages describe the information 
gleaned from the first round of 
engagement conducted for the 
Minnesota Street Reconstruction 
project, which occurred between 
March and June of 2021. 

● Thank you for participating and for 
staying engaged. These results 
represent a snapshot in time; 
feedback is continually being received 
and incorporated into the design. 

Purpose and 
Outcomes of 
Engagement 

Round 1

Understand 
Existing Travel 

Patterns

Identify Areas 
for 

Improvement
Create Goals



Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

What we did 

● A virtual open house via a 
recorded presentation on 
YouTube 

● An online survey
● In-person flyering of the corridor 
● Generated a project email list
● Conducted key stakeholder 

meetings



Thank you for your feedback! 

● The virtual presentation was viewed over 230 times
● There were 209 surveys taken
● 69 emails were added to the project distribution list 

● 5+ stakeholder meetings (and counting…)

Missed the memo? 
Sign up for project updates at stpaul.gov/MinnesotaStreet

stpaul.gov/minnesotastreet


Round 1 Survey Summary
Survey was open March – June 15, 2021



● Capitalized on established 
communication channels of key 
agencies and partners downtown 

● Used both virtual & in-person 
methods (when safe/feasible)

Responses over time 
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Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

A healthy distribution of downtown users took the 
survey, with employees and visitors most represented
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I own a business downtown

Other

I own property downtown

I live downtown

I am generally interested in the project

I visit downtown

I work downtown

Q1. Select all that apply to you.



Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

Survey takers use Minnesota Street as a part 
of the broader downtown network
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I own land adjacent to Minnesota Street

I own or operate a business on Minnesota Street

I am a customer at one of the businesses on Minnesota Street

I work on Minnesota Street (only select if your work and home

locations are different)

I live on Minnesota Street

I use Minnesota Street when I am getting to an event or other activity

downtown

I use Minnesota Street as a way to get through downtown

Q2. Why do you primarily use Minnesota Street?
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Native Hawaiian or other Pacific…

Black or African American

American Indian or Alaska Native

African

Hispanic or Latinx

Other (please describe):

Asian or Asian American

Prefer not to answer

White or Caucasian

Q3. With which race or ethnicity do 

you most identify?

Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

Many survey takers were white or male, but other 
races/ethnicities and genders were also represented
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Prefer to self-describe

Other (please describe):

Non-binary

Prefer not to answer

Female

Male

Q4. What is your gender identity?



Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

All modes use Minnesota Street today even though 
the vehicle infrastructure is prominent 
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I get dropped off by someone

Bike

Take transit (bus or train)

Drive

Walk or use a mobility assisted

device

Q5. How do you typically travel on 

or across Minnesota Street?



Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

The pedestrian and transit experience was voted universally 
important; the driving and bicycling modes had votes on both ends 
of the spectrum 

Q6. Please tell us how important each mode is to you on Minnesota Street. 

Not important at all 
& this mode 

should not be 
accommodated Not important

Somewhat 
important Very important Most important

Weighted Average 
“Score”

Walk or use a 
mobility device 4 6 13 65 82 4.3

Take Transit (bus or 
train) 4 21 35 63 35 3.7

Drive 23 27 39 32 45 3.3

Bike 20 27 34 50 27 3.2

Get dropped off 17 54 48 25 4 2.6
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Keep On-Street Parking

Street Surface Condition

Reduce Street Parking

Remove Cars

Street is Too Wide

Bus Stop Improvements

Convert to Two-Way

Change Nothing; It's Good

Reduce Vehicle Travel

Transit Network Improvements

Crossing Improvements

Traffic Calm/Speed Reduction

Add Character/Art/Interest

Wider and/or ADA Compliant Sidewalks

Add Bike Facility

Add Landscaping/Vegatation

Q7. What would you change about Minnesota St? 

Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

Survey takers want “more” outside the curbs with safer speeds 
inside the curbs

Less Common Responses 
(i.e. less than 7 but more than 2 mentions….):

• Keep On-Street Parking
• Reduce Crime
• Replicate Jackson Street
• Better Snow Removal
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Lack of Bike Lanes

Transit Lane

Nearby Destinations

Murals/Art

Wide Sidewalk

Bus Stops & LRT Connection

Keep Street Parking

One-Way

Nothing/Change everything

"It Gets Me Places"/Not Too Busy/Driving Lane/Status Quo

Q8. What do you like about Minnesota Street? What would you keep? 

Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

Survey takers like the convenience of Minnesota St, transit 
connectivity, and the locations with art/murals 



Draft Round 1 Engagement Summary

Below are the City of Saint Paul goals for the project, 
sorted by survey findings 

Improve safety for all users

Create a resilient, people-oriented corridor

Modernize the aging infrastructure

Support the evolving needs of downtown users

Improve the transit user experience downtown

Implement a bikeway connection

Q9. Please tell us how important you think each goal is.

Most Important (5) Very Important (4) Somewhat Important (3) Not Important (2) Not important at all & I disagree with this goal (1)



Location specific feedback 

● At 11th Street: Modernize parking meters 
● At the Pointe Condos: Increase visibility exiting the parking ramp and address sewer 

challenges
● South of 10th Street: Request for pedestrian scale lighting 
● At 9th Street: Request for pedestrian signage or enhanced crossing 
● At 7th Street: Longer pedestrian signal timing requested
● At 7th Place: Better visibility of this signal/request for enhanced crossing 
● At 6th Street: Straighten walking route and address curb height 
● At 5th Street: Transit maintenance vehicles should be accommodated; use the corners 

for a public purpose 



Round 1 Engagement Takeaways 

● People are passionate about the opportunity to improve a central corridor in 
downtown. Many people requested comprehensive changes such as as greenways or 
transit malls; others only called for minor, site-specific tweaks. 

● There is a strong desire for character and visual interest via landscaping, trees, art, 
different materials, benches, etc. 

● Many mentions of traffic calming and right-sizing the street to meet the multimodal 
needs of downtown users 



Thank you!
Anna Potter, AICP, P.E. (she/her) 

anna.potter@ci.stpaul.mn.us
651-266-6058

Sign up for project updates at stpaul.gov/MinnesotaStreet

mailto:anna.potter@ci.stpaul.mn.us
http://www.stpaul.gov/minnesotastreet

